[Malignant pleural mesothelioma: radiotherapy for the prevention of seeding nodules].
Radiotherapy for the prevention of skin nodules appearing at the sites of aspiration, needle biopsies, chest drains or surgical incisions is the only treatment currently recommended for malignant mesothelioma. 59 patients suffering from this condition were identified from the database of the Nantes Regional Cancer Centre. 33 received prophylactic irradiation, 25 did not and 1 was excluded. The treated group showed typical demographic and histological features. The delay in initiating radiotherapy ranged from 10 to 123 days and several different treatment regimes were used. In the treated group 7 out of 32 patients developed nodules following radiotherapy with 4 recurrences in the treated and 3 in the untreated areas. The mean interval before recurrence was 9 months (range 3 to 17 months). The recurrence rate was lower in the treated (21%) than in the untreated group (48%;12 out of 25). The poor results compared with the reference series may be explained by a longer follow-up (mean 12 months), less thorough treatment of all puncture sites and a very long delay before treatment (mean 37 days).